American Heroes Essay Rubric
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	Content
	All necessary content is successfully included:

· Introduction paragraph includes:

· Catchy lead & introduces hero/heroine

· Introduces why your person is an American Hero

· Body paragraphs include the following details: 

· Thorough explanation of why your person is an American Hero

· How your hero/heroine made a difference in our country 

· How the person inspires you to become a better U.S. Citizen

Conclusion paragraph includes:

· Summary of main ideas

· Call to Action statement to your readers


	Most necessary content is included

	Some necessary content is included

	Little or no necessary content is included


	Organi-zation
	· Paragraphs include an introduction sentence and concluding sentence

	Most paragraphs include an introduction & concluding sentences
	No introduction or concluding sentences
	No introduction or concluding sentences

	
	· Sentences are clear and have complete thoughts; transitions are used to link ideas


	Most sentences are clear; some transitions

	Sentences are unclear OR no transitions used

	Sentences are unclear & no transitions used



	
	· 1-2 pages typed essay in 12 to 14 point font
	1-2 pages typed essay in 12 to 14 point font


	Typed essay is less than 1 typed page


	Typed essay is less than 1/2 page



	Style
	· Uses a variety of sentence structures

· Takes risks with strong vocabulary
	Takes risks with vocabulary
	Somewhat varies vocabulary
	Uses simple vocabulary

	Mechanics & Usage
	· Punctuation and spelling is correct
· Homophones are used correctly


	There are very few mechanical & usage errors

	There are several errors

	Most sentences have errors









